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industrial accidents in

state reduced by 20pc

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Inwhat comesasaray ofhope
for the workers across sectors
of the state, the number of
accidents amongthe labour-
ers in various industries in
West Bengal has reduced by
20 per centin 2020-2021.

As informed by the chief
inspector of factories, direc-
torate of factoriesin thestate,
Ashis Kumar Shit, the num-
ber of accidents among the
labourers of various indus-
trial sectors last year was
2.95 per lakh of workers.

This, according to Mr Shit
is about 20 per centlesser than
the number of accidents tak-
ing place in the year 2019-
2020.As underscored by Mr
Shit, among various sectors,
the number of accidents
occurring amongworkers in
metal industry in Bengal is
more as compared to others.

“asapartofthe initiatives

accidents, we are conducting
regular inspections and sem-
inars with workers of various
workshops. Apart from this,
small programmes like tool-
box training are being given
by the directorate,” informed
the chief inspector of facto-
ries during a two-da inter-
; natiGhalconterence on 'Visi
Zero_organised by Bharal
"Chamberof
Akshay Kala, additional
commissioner and regional
director of West Bengal and
Sikkim of ESI Corporation,
said, “There are about 20
lakh workers in the state,
who are covered under ESIC.
The rest of the works fall
under unorganized workers.
However, West Bengal
scores higher when com-
pared to other statesasithas
more hospitals than others.
The ESIC is also mulling
over plansto introduce super
specialty dep artments in
some of its hospitals in the
state.
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Conference on workplace safety

)Nays on minimizing accidents at workplace,
including fire hazards, were discussed on Friday in
a conference jointly hosted by the labour ministry,
Ggrman Social Accident Insurance and Bharat
Cﬁamber of Commerce. German Consul General
Mantred Auster spoke about more focus on safety
norms, stressing on human rights of the workers.
The c_event was also attended by N G Khaitan,
president, Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Ashis
Kumar shit, director and chief inspector of fac-
tories in Bengal, Akshay Kala, regional director of
ESI Corporation, Karl Heinz Noetel, president of
|nte(nationa| Social Security Association (ISSA),
Nadja Schilling, secretary general of ISSA, and

Jennifer Papantuono of BGETEM Germany.
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BENGAL

No room for
violence in
politics, says US
over attack on...

Q Continne fom PG §

he told media persons out-
side the avkat Khanum
Hospital in Lahore, The
Dawn reported.

Sultan  added that
Imran has heen moved to
the vperation theatre for
further evaluation and re-
moval of bullet fragments.

Earlier, Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau also condemned
the attack and wished
Imran Khan a speedy re-
tovery,

"The attack on @m-
ranKhanPTI and his sup-
porters is completely
unaceeptable, and 1
strongly condemnn this vio-
lence. It has no place in
politics, in any dernocrac;
or in our society. I'm
speedy recovery
and all whe
were injored today.” he
said in a tweet

Meanwhile, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of
Saudi Arabia "expresses
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia’s strong condem-
nation and denunciation
of the attempted assassi-
natien of Former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran
Khan," the Foreign Affairs
Ministry said in a state-

its security, stabili
developraent process, not-
ing the Kingdom's support
for all efforts aimed at
eliminating violence
tremism, and terrorism in
all its forms and manifes-
tati while wishing the
Islamic Republic of Pak-
istan and its brother!
people safety, stability and
sperity,” the stateraent

In the latest develop-
ment in the case, the sus-
pect was caught by police
in Pakistan for opening
fire during the PT1's long
warch aud said that he
wanted to kill Imran Khan
hecause "he was mislead-
ing the public," media re-
perts suid. "T thought of
this as there was Azaan
going on and on the other
side, lmran Khan is taking
out his container and
making noise. My ¢

. 11
science did not approve of
this. 1 decided this sud-

agains

he kicked off his long
march from Lahore. T
made up my mind that [
will not leave him alive,"
the sheoter said according
to a video shared on so-
cial media. Responding 1o
hether there was someone
clse in the conspiracy, the
id, "I have con-

s is involved in
I'came on a bike and
1 parked it at my uncle's
shop. He has a motoreycle
showroom."

MI News Service, Kolkata: Bharat
Chamber of Commerce is organising a
Twu-Day Internativnal Conference un
Viston Zero from 4ih 1o 5th Novernber,
2022 at Kolkata. The Conference is
being jointly organis imbrelia
urganisation for Gern s profes-
sional associations and the accident in-
surance, DGUV. The Directorate
General Factol ice Service &
Labour Institutes, Ministry of Labour &
Employment, Government of India ex-
tended their support in organising the
Conference as well,
In course of his Inangural Addr

the Guest-in-Chief His Excellency Man-
fred Auster, Consul General of Ger-
many in Kolkata ohserved that there
should be a two-way approach towards
ensuring oceupational health and
safety amongst the workers, “Firstly,
the State should be respensible for out-
It g proper regulations that can b
enforced legally. Secondly, the man-
agetnent of companies should be re-
sponsible  for implementing  the
regulations by carrying out the hest
practice: stated

i ellency Anster informed
that vexry recently Germany has passed
4 Law regarding occupational
and safety where every i
volved in & supply chal as to take
due diligence of the obligations out-
lined in the Law. “Indian companies
doing business wi 3
nies and being
B!

Manfred Ausier, Consal
Fresident ISSA Construction,
- 2022, ty release a souvenir

added. In this regard, he felt that irade
5 o :

have to work in

and tike care of environmental dam-
age and human rights violations” he

i
General of Germany In Kolkalz , N. G,
Senior Advisor BG BAU, Germany at.
at Bharat Chamber of Commerce in Kolkata on Friday.

nference on

Ashis Kumar Shit. Director/Chief
Inspector of Factories, Government of
West Bengal in his Addr

B

tivnary measures often lead to

ignorance abeut tri

Khaitan, President of the Chamber and Professar
International VISION ZERO
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Karl-Heinz Noetel
Conference on 4th and 5th November,

- Bharat Chamber of Commerce organises Two-Day
International Co

Zero

vesting in technology that ensures oc-
copational health and safety.

Birendra Prasad Singh, Vice-Presi-
dent, OHS & System, Rashmi Group ob-
served that factories and shop floors
often have one safety officer for 1000
workers. "It is literally impossible for
that safety officer to cater to every-
body’s safety al the workplace”, he
stated. He felf that the Total Preemp-
{ive Measure as coined in Japan has to
be adopted at all workplaces and em-
ployees ara required to undergo indus-
trial skill based training to avoid
accidents in workplaces.

Akshay Kal; tional Commis-

ala, Addi
sioner & Regional Director, ESIC Re-
gional Office in West Bengal und
Sikkin: lauded the Chamber’s efforts in
organising this Conference on a rele-
vant subject.

Professor Karl-Heinz Noetel, Presi-
dent, ISSA Construction and St BG
BAU, Germavy and Bimal Kanii Sahu,
President, Indo-German Focal Point

ous aspects of Vision Zero.

Earlier in his Welcome Address, N.
G. Khaitan, President of the Chamber
informed that more than 4 lac pe
die every year in India due to accidents
s. In this re-~
sised that small indus-
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tating incidents. "It is only after a crit~  tries and contract labourers in the
ical unfortunate incident people start
rved  taking precaution ry measures” he
Taw-  stated. He emphasised that employers
should always be cautious about in-

unorgenised sector need to undergo
rigorous training in  vccupational
health and safety to put a check on

such unfortunate events,

vutlined also deliberated on the vari-

State govt mulls over

Bengal exports Haringhata brand
meat to Qatar, other countries

including two new subjects in
higher secondary syllabus

comumitte

nchuding the

coneerned are reaily keen
duce these two subjects i
secondary syllabus

of the council were eval-
of the pro-
yllabus for the

. sources from the
state education department said all

s in the higher
ince both the

MI Nows Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal has started
exporting meat labelled
with the state government-
owned Huringhata brand
to Qutar, ahead of the FIFA
World Cup football tourna-
ment, officials said.

State minister fur Ani-
mal Resources Develop-
ment Swapan Debnath on
Thursday said that besides
Qatar, the state will & be
sending goat and sheep

fo intro-

meat from its processing
centre in Haringhata
owned by West Bengal
Livestock  Development
Corporation to countries
such as Kuwait, Hong
Kong and Maldives.
"We will be exporti
meat to multiple couvntries,
having received an ap-
proval from the Agricul-
tural and Processed Food
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority {APEDA),"

g

he stated.

Debnath said that the

department would urge its
“agents” to push for a deal
with the authorities re-
sponsible for food supply
during the tournament.

“We have received a
contract for exporting 1.2
metric  tonne of meat.
Arvund seven tonne will be
sent in six batches in 4
month,"  the minister
added.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Two new
subjects, namely Computer Pro-
gramming
fNicial Intelligence, are likely to be
included in the bigher secondwry
labus of West Bengal from the nex
avadenuic year.

In that case students pa
the secondary examinations in
and opting for the s

92
]

ranjib Bhatta
inclusion of

will be able to opt for either or hoth
these subj
ng & Data Sciences and Arti-  ary ¢

According to the president of
West Bengal Council of Higher Sec-
ondary Education (WBCHSE
harya, the prop
the two subjec
2023 currently at the discussion st
the specialists in the internal expert

jects in their higher second-  nece
be done by the
concerned where th
Jects would be taught. "As v
the private schools, those willing to
teach these two subjects will do the
ary upgradation of their 1T

@ f
cours

ment.

mation

source:

schools

was
age and

courses in the coming days

18
official of the state edug
However, he admitied that
e was a challeng
troduction of these two subje
the higher secondary syllabus,
was related to having updated jufor-

all the higher s
State  education

subjects are extremely relevant in
the p

ent context, specially for
udents who would like to spe-

alise in scieuce or engineering at
the graduation and post- graduation

stage.
So, it is always better that the
students  keen to

mdation in the subjects while
rsue their higher s
1

tion depart-

ge in effective in-

technology (IT) laboratories
condary schools,
department
aid that already the major-

ity of the state- run higher secondary
s have IT labs in place and
a

upgradation of those will
00l guthorities
e two new sub.

It's been two years, now complete

the investigation),

HC unhappy with

the case of Abhishek's family

MI News Service, Kolkata: How long will
the case against Abhishek Banerjee's wife
and s -law last?
dressed tu the Jawyer of
ment's custvms

The question ad-
central govern-
spartment of the Caleutta
High Court Divisiun Beuch of Justices TS
Shivagnam and Hiranmoy Bhattacharya.
ext hearing of this case niext monih. On
arch 16, 2019, Trinamool All India Ge:
eral Secretary and MP Abhishek Banerjee’s

Rujiva Narn Ia and sister-in-law
Menka Gambhir were returning from
Bangkok. They were arrested along with 2
kg of gold from Dum Dum airport. How-
ever, both of them denied all the allega-
tions. Later they were picked up by the
police of Bidhatmagar police station. That
year, on March 22, the customs department
filed a complaint against two people at the
police station. Later, Rujirs and Menka
were summoned to their office at Strand
i wile and sister-
ta High Court

against the custums department. Both got
relief on single bench. Challenging that
Judgment, the customs department ap-
proached the division bench. In 2020, a di-
on bench of the High Court gave an
interiin order nut to appear at the customs
office,

The same case was heard on Frida y in
ivision Bench of Calcutta High Court
TS Sivagnam and Hiranmoy Bhat-

ya. At the heginning of the hearing,
the immigration department asked for
some time. A division bench of Caleutta
High Court comprising Juslices 5
Sivagham and Hiranmoy Bhattacharya
yuestioned the central government'
toms counsel, "Iuvestigating for two years.

Now complete the investigation.” The ques-

tion is, why is the customs office being ha-
rassed in the case of the state? And what is
the current status of the case against the
State Department of Customs? The next
hearing of the case will be in Decemnbar.

Record! For the first time registration
of third gender cross 500 in class XI

MI News Service, Kolkata:
This year's 5
tration figares indicate
that the fences of long-
standing reform: 4
and sucial restri
individual sexuality are
lvosening Lo sume extent,
This year, for the first time,
the
der

According e
sources of the Higher See-
ondary Education Council,
more than five hundred
students I

selecting that opti

This year, the registra-
tion of eleventh class stu-
dents has been done
completely online. This is
the first time it is online.
And in the gender identity
column, options for fe-
male, male, and third ge:
der are given. Arl
Comimerce and Scienee -
More than 500 students
have registered in se
identification,  whether
male or female, in all three
streanms. Studenis

science and commerce are
less than 100, but in arts
the number has reached
the threshuld of 400,

The recognition of the
third geuder in higher cd-
ucation i the state is lung
vverdue. There is an op-
tion to indicate third gen-
der identity through the
‘Other’ option in college-
university admission
forms. Students of the
third gender were recog-
nized for the first time in
school education at the ini-
tiative of the Higher Se
ondary Education Council
(WBHSC). In this context,
Higher o, it
tion Council Pre:
charya said,
is legally
recognized. nowledg-
ment is alsu in the fleld uf
er education. To rec-
ze that in school edu-
cation as well, I decided to
add ‘other’ i.e. third gen-
der to male, female in the
gender identity while cre-
ating the online re; i
lion portal for class XI.
Thronoh thic wn fanl e

rection.” Both the move by
the Higher Secondary Ed-
ucation Council «nd the re-
spanse of the students to it
are termed as ‘revolution-
ary' by a large section of
the state’s education cir-
cles, Applawding the edu-

In the words of
1’ expert and educa-
tionist Narsinghamprasad
Bhaduri, "They are being
asked Lo fill the form as the
third gender and they are
doing it, it is a place of
state recognition. Before it
had to be hidden or sup-
pressed. This step created
a space of liberation. 1 am
very happy and proud that
this recognition is coming
from the government, es-
pevially the government of
Bengal.” He said, “Even
though they wanted to say
this for a long time. they
did not have the vpportu-
nity. That option came
from the side of the state,
it is wore noble. In re-
sponse to that initiative,
aver five laindred students
came out and

B T,

loving place. They are able
to enter the school with
their own identity and rep-
utation, thut is the most
important ¥ After
graduation, they will enter
the world of work. 'Not
this, not that' will prove
that we t go short.
State Syltabus Commit-
tee Chairman Abhik Ma-
Jjumdar said, “Looking at
our social history, this is a
big step. Any marginalized
or neglected group that
finds a place of central
recognition is to be con-
gratulated. I amn not aware

o

of such an attitude any-
where else in India. Heace,
it is an exemplary step. Ef-
ferts should be conti
to bring more

classe:
con

the center in the

ing
days. So that a kind of
equality is vreated in the

€ fion. Apart
from merit in education,
no other tield will prevail.
That should be the ap-
proach. [ thank the Higher
Secondary Education

STF arrests of notorious criminals

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Recovered bullets, guns
and cash again in Kolkata
Notorious criminals ar-
rested. Kolkata Police
Special Task Force ar-
rested the used from
APC Roud area on Friday
morning.  According  to
STF sources, the arrested
person's name is Joy alias
Manik Chowd} Heisa
resident of Alipore. On
this day Chowdhury was
arrested {rom APC Ro
A total of 4 firearms were
regovered  from  him.
Among them three semi-
automatic pistols and one
country pistol, Besides,

with bullets and guns in city

100 rounds of ammunition

same time, more firearms
d oh

were also recovered from
the accused. A case has
been registered against
ed under multi-
ple sections including the
Arms Act. A case has been
registered under tions
120B, 489B and 489C of
the Indian Penal Code.

Larlier last month,
weapons were recovered
near Sinthi intersection.
The heads of a deadly
arms simuggling ring from
Bibar to Kolkata were
caught by the detective
police. The gang was
smuggling deadly weapon
carbines in Kolkata. At the

were smuggl

mad Imtiaz alias Abu and
Mohammad Shahil Mallick
from Sinthi in North
Kolkata are arms smug-
glers from Munger in
Bikiar. Among the remain-
ing two, Vicky Prasad
hails from Bhawanipore in
Seuth Kolkata and Indraji
Sharma from Narendra-
pur in South 24 Pargan;
They are alleged to be
arms  smugglers  and
agents of Kolkata and
South 24 Parganas dis-
tricts. A Munger Made au-
tomatic rifle carbine with
two magazines was recov-

ered from the detainees.
Ten unfinished pistols
were also recovered. One
huandred and five hundred
taka, ie. fake notes of
aka 50 thousand were re-
covered from the smug-
glers.

As s00m as the incident
subsided, weapons were
recovered in Kolkata. la-
vestigators are looking
into whether there was a
smuggiing  plot  some-
where. According to the
STF Kolkata Police,
s a link between the
accused and Bangladesh.
Detectives are also think-
ing about that.

spreading in the
fected by this disea:
pital

due to multiple

has naturally increased the fear of the peop
several times. For the past few days, dengue has been
3 ry day many people are af-
It is known that Beleghata 1D Hos-
Assistant Super Anirban Hazra was ill {
days. He is 42 years old. He was diagnosed with dengoe
mptoms. The report i 't

d of dengue. This incident
f the state

fow

Hazra's condition deteriorated un Th
drops to 16 thousand. But then he slabili

Dengile claims another life in city

MI News Service, Kolkata: Beleghata ID Hospital Assis-
tant Super Anirban Hazra di

day. Platelet

Anirban Hazra died on Friday moruing. Tt is known
that dengue was mentioned as the cause of death in his

death certificate. This death has natu
ety of the people of the state severai times. According
ics, 5396 people have heen infected with corona
the state in the last one wesk. So far, about 50,000 res-
iBants sl thn clatn bhave bai- g

atisti

Iy increased the

g




